from Montana to a warehouse in California as evidence for the trial of Theodore Kaczynski, its infamous occupant, otherwise known as the Unabomber. However, Cabin 3 differs from the mundane shack of the Unabomber with the addition of four automobile wheels that support the structure, integrated into the walls of the cabin. Inside, the cabin contains a typewriter. If one uses the typewriter, the entire structure rolls backwards. The typewriter is the same make and model as the one used by Kaczynski to write The Unabomber Manifesto: Technological Society and Its Future. It rests on a desk that holds a typed manuscript of Henry Thoreau's Civil Disobedience.
Members of the MIT community and the general public are invited to use the typewriter to write their thoughts and thus, move the entire cabin -and then to place their writings inside binders on shelves lining the walls. Cabin 3 is both an incubator and receptacle.
On May 18th, 2002, the cabin will be pushed down Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridge to Building 9 at 77 Massachusetts Avenue, MIT where it will remain until June 6. It will then relocate to other sites at MIT. Through its location and function, Cabin 3 brings the discourse surrounding the implications of technological progress to the public sphere. It is a deceptively simple structure. Lumber, car parts, and a typewriter coalesce to form this hybrid of Henry David Thoreau, Theodore Kaczynski, and me. Its placement at MIT is both therapeutic and provocative, like a vaccine.
A convergence of both personal and professional pressures provided the inspiration for Cabin 3. During what must have been a nervous breakdown this past winter, I was unable to eat or sleep for a week, and I truly believed the only remedy would be to drop out of school and move into the woods. I was having an allergic reaction to urban society. The only thing worse than staying in my apartment was leaving it. Buildings, traffic, stores, movies, television, radio, books, and exposure to any social stimulus caused me emotional turmoil.
In my fantasy of moving to the woods, I pictured the plot of land I would choose and the cabin I would build. The WEINER U3 prospect of complete autonomy held such allure. But who would come with me? To escape the pressures and responsibilities around me, I needed autonomy and self-reliance, not a hermitic seclusion.
The identical model to the typewriter that Kaczynski used to write his manifesto in the cabin. I turned my thoughts to The Unabomber Manifesto, which revealed to me the disturbing end of the path I was considering. Previously, I had been avoiding the Manifesto because that would serve to justify the violence used to get it published. If we had never done anything violent and had submitted the present writings to a publisher, they probably would not have been accepted. If they had been accepted and published, they probably would not have attracted many readers, because it's more fun to watch the entertainment put out by the media than to read a sober essay.
Even if these writings had had many readers, most of these readers would soon have forgotten what they had read as their minds were flooded by the mass of material to which the media expose them. In order to get our message before the public with some chance of making a lasting impression, we've had to kill people. 2
The essence of Cabin 3 resides within the tension between Thoreau and Kaczynski. Judging from Civil Disobedience, Thoreau would have abhorred Kaczynski's tactics. Yet, both share a zealous belief in the right to individual autonomy. After all, Kaczynski is not a true Luddite as many see him. He is a paranoid schizophrenic with an intense desire for complete autonomy. He is an anarchist, and he has diagnosed technology as an unstoppable force in creating a completely interdependent system, which would preclude autonomy. Kaczynski's sickness may have contributed to his leap from thought to direct action against "the system." Wt 4, 5
Scale models of Kaczynski's cabin built by the FBI Kaczynski used terror and murder to manipulate the media. As such, the media was a silent partner. In Cabin 3, similar judgement is placed on the media. The project will be unsuccessful if ignored by the media. However, with cooperation from the media and from MIT, I hope that members of the MIT community will use the cabin and that it will provoke a public discourse. This simple structure has the potential to tap into post-September 11th 11/ WEINER paranoia and to address the role of technology at MIT. Kaczynskl's cabin is an extremely simple structure. It has been widely referred to as "banal." I find that word highly simplistic and, well, snobby. The Unabomber's cabin shares the spirit and proportions of Thoreau's cabin, which has enjoyed such adoration in America that many people take it upon themselves to rebuild it. I prefer my own design. I would rather rewrite Thoreau than rebuild his cabin. That is what I will do inside the cabin every day, in addition to writing press releases, essays, and responses to inquiries. 
